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for the dispute regarding the boundary west of the Rockies.
And in 1812 trouble arose as to the boundary between New
Brunswick and Maine. Thus before 1815 exploration had
paved the way for settlement of the West though little had
yet been undertaken, and an anxiety for boundaries indicated
the slow awakening of both the United States of America
and England—both were as yet thinking chiefly of the
rights of its fur traders—to the needs of future generations.
In the North Atlantic the Bermudas and Bahamas
were British colonies. The Bermudas had been settled in the Atlantic
1612, had developed a profitable trade in tobacco with Great
Britain and in 1780 supported a population of 15,000 people.
In addition, they formed a useful porf-of-cal! for vessels
trading between the West Indies and the North American
mainland. The Bahamas had also been settled during the
first half of the seventeenth century: their development
was slow, though the introduction of the cotton industry
by the American Loyalists after the American Revolution
brought them fresh prosperity.
In the West Indies the chief British islands were Barbados, west
settled in 1624; St. Christopher (1626); Nevis (1628);
Antigua and Montserrat, which had been colonised from
St. Christopher in 1632; the Virgin Islands (1635) and
Jamaica, which had been conquered from the Spaniards
in 1655. The Treaty of Utrecht placed St. Kitts, previously
shared by the English and the French, entirely in British
hands. At the close of the Seven Years' War Great Britain
acquired Grenada, St. Vincent, Dominica and Tobago from
France, but Tobago was restored by the Peace of Versailles
in 1783, and was a second time ceded to England In 1815.
The Peace Treaty of 1815 added St. Lucia, with its excellent
harbour, to the British possessions, and also British Guiana
in South America: Trinidad, which had been conquered
from the Dutch in 1797, was retained.
The West Indies occupied a place of supreme Importance
in the first British Empire.   Their importance was partly West indies
strategic, for they provided ports for the fleet operating
in the Atlantic, and bases for attack on the enemy colonies
or on Spanish buccaneers.   Each great conflict of  the

